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Newton Tree Ordinance:

Updates to better protect public health
& the environment

Newton City Council
Programs & Services Committee
September 21, 2022

Thank you Marc Welch,
Marie Lawlor & Jen Wilson!
Mtg since Sept 2021
Moratorium

Why is ordinance is needed
Current vs Proposal

Photos

FAQ

Discussion
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Temporary Moratorium: Why?

Why: To prevent a rush on tree removals to
beat a stronger ordinance

Have already seen examples since
August 23 Boston Globe article

Moratorium would give the City
Council time to debate & deliberate
without risking wholesale tree
destruction in the meantime.

Cambridge instituted a moratorium
prior to their successful tree
ordinance passage in June 2021.

Newton’s Urban Tree Commission
voted to endorse the temporary
moratorium (Sept. 16, 2022).

City Council Passes Legislation
Protecting Trees in Cambridge

Cambridge Mayor Mark C. McGovern listens to comments from the audience regarding the proposed
tree moratorium. The city council voted for the moratorium Monday evening at City Hall in Central
Square. By Brendan J. Chapuis

By Declan J. Knieriem, Crimson Staff Writer

February 26, 2019

Cambridge City Council passed an amendment that will impose a one year
moratorium on cutting down trees in the city as part of an ongoing conservation
effort at its weekly meeting Monday.

Temporary Moratorium: what it would do

Effective [date], no tree having a
diameter of six (6) inches or
greater shall be removed on land
identified in Sec. 21-82(a) nor
on any exempt lot for a period
of one year unless sooner
repealed or amended by the City
Council.

“land identified in Sec. 21-82(a)”
means land not owned by local,

state or federal government; i.e.

is privately owned
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Definition of “Exempt lot” under current tree ordinance

Exempt lot: A lot which meets all of the following criteria:

(1) The lot is occupied and used primarily as a dwelling for up to four families at the time any protected
tree(s) are removed.

(2) The lot owner at the time of protected tree removal has owned the lot continuously for a minimum of
ninety (90) days prior to the removal of any protected tree(s).

(3) The existing structure on the lot remains occupied as a dwelling with a person or persons living in it for
eighteen consecutive months from the date any protected tree(s) are removed.

(4) The lot remains owned by the same person for eighteen consecutive months from the date any protected
tree(s) are removed.

Temporary Moratorium, cont.
- This limitation shall not apply to tree removal CERT]FIED

permits issued prior to its effective date, nor to

removal of any tree determined by the tree ARB ORI ST
warden to be dead, diseased, in danger of
falling, dangerously close to existing
structures, causing disruption of public utility
service, causing drainage problems or
passage problems upon rights-of-way, or
posing a threat to pedestrian or vehicular
safety.

Documentation shall be provided by a Certified
Arborist utilizing industry-approved Risk Tree
Evaluation method along with any additional
forms or documentation required by the Tree
Warden. The procedures of Sec. 21-84 shall ™
apply to emergency removal of hazardous trees.
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Temporary Moratorium, cont.

- (b) Regulations for projects with special
permits remain in effect.

- (c) Any violation of the provisions of Sec. 21-91
(a) shall be subject to the penalties set forth in
Sec. 21-89 and shall be subject to the provisions
of Sec. 21-85 and Sec. 21-86.

Sec. 21-85 = Tree replacement rules
Sec. 21-86 = Tree replacement fund
Sec. 21-89 = Penalties

2021: Support for expanding tree protections

Newton:
Total Responses: 937

I support taking all possible
steps to protect/expand tree
canopy, including on private

property.

I support taking more steps to
protect/expand tree canopy on
public property only.

I am satisfied with our current
efforts to protect trees.
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What will continue, without City Council action

BEFORE - August 28

AFTR - Septr4
56 Upland Rd, Waban

56 Upland Rd, Waban: 5 red oaks, 2 white pines, 1
hemlock, total over 900 years of age, cut in one day



